THE FAMILY SEVEN DEERS
– at Home in the Wilderness

SHORT SYNOPSIS
“Only take from nature what you need to take”
is what the Seven Deers family lives by in their
remote home in British Columbia.
The dream of the parents Sanna and David of having
the kids grow up afar from town and close to nature
has come true now.
However, living with David in the wild comes with a
price. Racism is still an everyday challenge there.
In the heads of the people from Canada’s
countryside, the idea of a white woman living together
with First Nation people is simply wrong still.
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Many years ago the then 20-year-old Sanna from Hamburg,
Germany, fell in love with a canadian first nation sculptor who
had been working on a totem pole at the ethnology museum in
Hamburg. She decided to leave her old life behind to follow the
love of her life to Canada. By now the two have four children
between the ages of 7 and 15. For more than 12 years now the
Seven Deers family has lived on the “Shaheylah” ranch they had
built themselves. It is located in the Rocky Mountains’ wilderness
about 600 kilometers east of Vancouver. Step by step Sanna and
David developed their piece of land, just like pioneers. They had
neither power nor water, so first of all David had to find free
flowing water. That means from a spring – essential for their survival
out there. Subsequently they layed water pipes and cleared paths.
Within 3 months they built their wooden house, all by themselves.
„Only take from nature what you need to take“ is what the Seven
Deers family lives by in their remote home in British Columbia.
Their lifestyle is strongly influenced by the spirituality of the First
Nations. As a result, none of the four kids go to a state school but
are taught at home by their 39-year-old mother. The dream of
the parents Sanna and David of having the kids grow up afar from
town and close to nature has come true now. Due to numerous
wild animals though – bears, pumas and also coyotes – the little
ones always need to be in sight. All of them constantly carry a knife
with them, their dad taught them how they can use it in order to
defend themselves in case of need. Sanna writes novels and one
of her greatest concerns is the transmission of native culture. Her
husband David, also an author, plays an important role here, he is
her number one consultant.
However, living with him in the wild comes with a price. Racism is
still an everyday challenge there. In the heads of the people from
Canada’s countryside, the idea of a white woman living together
with First Nation people is simply wrong still.
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CLAUDIA DEJÁ

is an author and director of documentaries for German
and French Television: ARD, ZDF and ARTE. In her films she shows extraordinary
stories - stories, which touch us. Making films in Germany or abroad she wants
to know and to show what people are touched by, how they live, why they have
to fight. (filmography: www.comedia-hamburg.de). She studied German Philology,
Political Science and Comparative Education at Hamburg University. She has always
loved making films – star ting off with Super 8 film at age 19.
www. Zuhause-in-der-Wildnis.com
www.comedia-hamburg.de

AXEL SCHNEPPATS studied cinematography at the University of Film and
Television “Konrad Wolf ” Potsdam-Babelsberg and has since 1995 been engaged
in producing documentaries and feature films which are regularly screened and
awarded at major international film festivals. He is known for his unique talent for
connecting with the people he films and is widely regarded as a cinematographer
who achieves intimate por trayals of the protagonists without employing intrusive
camerawork.
www.axelschneppat.de

FRANK UNSINN

has been spending his time with photography and
the shooting, editing and animation of movies since boyhood. He took a brief
excursion into engineering, but an extraordinary number of sideprojects prevented
him from completing his studies. Today he is a freelance editor and has realized
several documentaries for television as well as complex multimedia-projects and
corporate videos. As much as he enjoys meeting technical challenges in his work,
his main focus nowadays is telling the stories.
www.auch-im-internet.de

JULE BUERJES

born 1962 in Oldenburg (Oldb.), has been working as a
sound recordist for documentaries since 1995, after getting her qualifcation as a
printer and studying law. Jule is working as a freelancer, she is living in Cologne and
enjoys being on the road for her job.

CHRISTOPH EBENTHAL has many years of experience in the production
of film music, e.g. for ARD and Ar te. He composed the music and was responsible
for the sound design for various episodes of the “Expeditionen ins Tierreich”
series (wildlife documentaries) as well as for productions like “Die Rache der
Ozeane” (environmental documentary). In addition he produced a number of CDs
for music labels like Popvirus, Roba and EMI “Selected Sounds”.
www.dakotamusic .eu

